1943 


ATELY, the Duke of Bedford made a courageous speech on 
A behalf of conscientious objectors in the House of Lords. In 
a courteous and lucid reply to rude and violent criticisms, 
he stressed the fact that “the vast majority of conscientious ob- 
jectors are not absolutists; they are prepared to perform various 
kinds of useful alternative service.” 
He was (he said) “merely suggesting that the tribunals should be so 
constituted that they would put those persons into the kind of job which 
they would do most willingly and most efficiently 


There are die-hards in pacifism, as 
in most movements. And it has not 
been easy for them to realize ‘the 
significance of the fact that the vast 
majority of COs are not absolutists 
today. They regret it, and look back 
wistfully to the predominance of 
absolutism in the last war. That is a 
mistake. The fact is not in the least 
regrettable. Conscientious objection 
has changed, because the whole social 
context has changed. 


New Obligation 


The social context has changed in 
two contradictory directions. On the 
one hand, war has become more 
totalitarian; on the other, the 
legitimacy of conscientious objection 
has been recognized by law. In spite 
of the fact that the conception of con- 
science held by those who administer 
the law is often obsolete, the second 
change has important moral conse- 
quences. Most conscientious objectors 
today recognize the fact that they 
have been placed in a_ privileged 
position. And their consciences are 
such that they cannot be easy until 
they feel they are making an adequate 
return for that privilege. They are 
therefore eager to serve their country 
if they can find ways to serve it with- 
out self-violation. 

The problem of finding ways to 
serve is not so simple as it sounds, 
or as it seems to most tribunals. For 
some COs it is enough that they 
accept, with resignation, the alter- 
native and uncongenial service to 
which they are directed. For them 
it ig enough that, in actual experience, 
the war becomes the same kind of 
purgatory that it is for many serving 
soldiers. They must not forget that 
their purratory is less severe. Others 
—and these are more characteristic of 
the modern CO—have sought, of their 
own initiative, ways of positive ser- 
vice. For them the purgatorial aspect 
of the war is secondary to the opnor- 
tunities of creative service that it 
offers. Such men are drawn to the 
FAU, to the PSU, and—perhaps still 
more distinctive of the contemporary 
CO—to the various efforts to work out 
new forms of social living, principally 
in agricultural community. 


Positive Aspect 


Here the effort is to pass beyond the 
sphere of the negative, which is 
simple war-resistance; beyond the 
sphere of the neutral, which is alter- 
Native service as understood and 
appreciated by the ordinary man; into 
the sphere of the positive, which is 
the attempt (however humble) to lay 
the foundations of a society for which 
war will be verily impossible, and to 
lay these foundations while conform- 
ing’ to the requirements of the 
Ministry of Labour. 

They realize that it is not so much 
war itself that has to be resisted, as 
that its causes have to be overcome. 
They realize too that the causes lie 
very deep: in the assertiveness and 
the acquisitiveness of the natural 
man, which were formerly controlled 
by the obvious limitations of human 
power. 

The natural man was once pre- 
occupied and kept out of mischief by 
the effort to keep himself alive, which 
demanded nearly all his energies; now 
he has suddenly acquired such vast 
physical powers, without any moral 


change to correspond, that he can use 
them only to murder himself on a 
mass-scale. This is the automatism 
of war and death with which the fully 
conscious CO is concerned to strive 
against. 

The problem can be stated in other 
terms by saying that the mass-cause 
of the present war is permanent un- 
employment. What should have been 
leisure spread through the whole 
community was concentrated in the 
enforced idleness of a few miserable 
millions. They could be employed, 
here as in Germany, only in war. 


Creating a Pattern 

To create, in the humblest miniature, 
the pattern of a society in which un- 
employment is impossible, because 
there is always constructive work to 
do; in which money is treated as it 
should be, not as a measure of value, 
but as a means of distribution; in 
which work is intrinsically interesting 
either because of its inherent satisfac- 
tion, or because it is seen to be 
necessary to the well-being of the 
community as a whole; in which a 
real social awareness is the con- 
dition of a full individual life—this 


is the aim which the pacifist pursues | 


who is bent on making a fully ade- 
quate return to society for the free- 
dom it allows him. He has to show, 
as far as in him lies, and circumstance 
allows, that pacifism can work. He 
believes it can; he must try to prove 
it. In trying to prove it, he discovers 
that it is not so simple as he believed. 
And to know that is much better than 
to talk glibly about peace between 
nations, while men are incapable of 
peace between themselves—without 
the policeman. 


Without the policeman. There is 


} and the third” 


the real snag, from which too many 
pacifists avert their eyes. Peace, with 
the policeman, is familiar enough at 
home. But peace, with the policeman, 
between nations means the threat of 
war. It is self-deception to despise 
peace, with the policeman, between 
the nations, unless you are certain 
that you are capable of peace, without 
the policeman, at home. How do vou 
know, until you have tried it? How 
ean you try it? 

Until pacifists are sure that. they 
have tried it, and they know beyond a 
peradventure that it will work, they 
remain what George Fox called 
“notionists’—‘not in possession of 
that they talk of.” If what they mean 
by peace is simply peace, with the 
policeman, then they ought, in simple 
honesty, to recognize that the inter- 
national equivalent of that is a super- 
League of Nations, with an over- 
whelming international army at its 
service. 


PACIFIST COMMENTARY: 


SPREAD THE 
MESSAGE ! 


AFTER the Peace News meeting 
4 at Birmingham last week 
someone pressed an envelope into 
my hand. It contained a gift to 
the Peace News Fund “in memory 
of Max Plowman.” Since there 
was no-one in the pacifist move- 
ment with whom I was more 
intimately associated or with 
whose views I was more com- 
pletely in agreement, the gesture 
touched me deeply. 

Max Plowman and Eric Gill (I think) 
were the veritable prophets of modern 
Pacifism. They brought the truism that 
“Pacifism is a way of life’ literally down 
to earth. And I like to think that one of 
the main purposes of the Peace News Fund 
is to develop and spread their great mes- 
sage. 

Contributions to Apr. 5: 
Total to-date: £4,306 5s. 


THE EDITOR 


Please make cheques ete. payable to 
Peace Néws Ltd., and address them to the 
Accountant, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., 
N.4. 


£24 19a. lid. 
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Premier's Solution 


HE ripples from the very large 

stone which Mr. Churchill threw 
into the political pond are still 
travelling. My expressed belief that, 
as an index of the international 
future, it was a portent of catas- 
trophe is confirmed by Mr. H. N. 
Brailsford’s reflections. 

“We are entrusting our destiny to a man 
who cannot advance beyond the outlook of the 
19th century. If our power to create stops 
short where he stopped, it is not towards 
peace that we are moving, but only towards 
an umeasy truce between the second world-war 
(New Statesman, Apr. 3). 

I have sometimes been accused of 
a bias against Mr. Churchill- I have 
none whatever. He seems to me a 
blind leader of the blind; and I say 
so persistently. Never a public word 
has passed his lips since he became 
Prime Minister which indicates that 
he has any grasp of the true situa- 
tion of the world. He was made 
Prime Minister because he was war- 
minded; because he had adopted, 
some years before the rest of British 
Politicians, the frighteningly simple 
solution of the European  crisis— 
Beat Germany! 


Solves All Problems 


HAT remains the sum-total of his 
policy. If he has become moder- 


This question is being asked with in- 
creasing frequency not only in the 
press but in the conversation of 
people who are making a close studu 
of events so far as any information 
as to their course reaches them. 


Engagements are recorded seemingly 
on the whole favourable to the 
Allied Nations and there have been 
some frank admissions in the Ger- 
man military wireless comment- 
aries. But there is no suggestion 
of imminent break-up or catas- 
trophe. What is missed is Hitler’s 
unmistakeable voice and still more 
unmistakeable appearance. 


* * * 


The last speech appears to have been 
read out in a perfunctory way by 
someone who had no talent for 
votce-rmitation. What he looked 
like is not mentioned. The small 
selected audience may have made 
some observations. 

Since the four days’ mourning in 
Berlin, a curious declaration made 
some weeks ago, there has been no 
authentic or striking evidence of 
the Fuehrer’s existence. Vague 


rumours and messages can emanate 
from some other authority. If he 
1s apprehensive of the state of feel- 
ing on the home front nothing can 
be easter than for him to conceal 
himself on the vast eastern batile- 
field. " 

Sickness, suicide, or death have been 
suggested. It seems almost im- 
possible that these could continue 
to be concealed ‘completely from 
Germans. But one can imagine 
that the position of the Fuehrer 
might lead to endless intrigue and 
competition, 


* * oe 


But outside Germany, in this country 
for instance, were it known by the 
Government that Hitler had ceased 
to function, it would not make the 
slightest difference. It is the Nazi 
system and the military forces un- 
der it from which we are to demand 
unconditional surrender. 

So tf they had any knowledge of Hit- 
ler’s, let’s call it failure, they would 
say nothing about it. Nevertheless 
the known facts are curious. 


ately friendly with Soviet Russia, 
after having been its reckless and 
violent opponent, it is simply because 
Russia also is engaged in trying to 
beat Germany. War, for Mr. 
Churchill, is a desirable condition. 
War settles all the problems; and in 
war the war-minded man is enriched 
with power beyond the dreams of 
avarice, 

The. uncomfortable fact is that, in 
this simple and barbaric philosophy, 
Mr. Churchill reflects the sentiments 
of the average man. For the average 
man, as for Mr. Churchill, war settles 
all the problems. Probably the most 
general problem of all is to find some- 
thing to be interested in. War settles 
that. Then there is the more limited 
problem of finding work. War settles 
that. 

At a somewhat higher level, Mr. 
Churchill’s mind works in the same 
way. War is beneficent because it 
wives him something to be interested 
in, and employs him full time. 
Peace is unfortunately necessary in 
order to prepare for war. 


Post - War Aim 


DERHAPS for this reason Mr. 
* Churchill is making a ibid for 
post-war leadership—in order “to 
secure the country,” as he might say; 
perhaps because he desires to cling 
to power for its own sake. But it is 
obvious that he is now signing on 
his team for an experiment in 
“democratic” totalitarianism. On 
the whole, the chances are heavy that 
he will succeed. The one thing that 
might upset the apple cart is that 
the war may drag on, say, for 
another six years: or that, because 
of unpleasant deveiopments in 
Eastern Europe, Europe may become 
pretty well impregnable. 


Mr. Churchill, almost certainly, 
will stand or fall with “victory.” If 
“victory” comes, We may count on 
his using it to make World War III 
inevitable: not because he is unduly 
sinister, but simply because the 
assumptions of the mentality he 
would bring to peace-making—the 
assumption that nations can only be 
great when they have a preponder- 
ance of military power—are such 
that war must ensue. 

Paradoxical though it may 
appear, perhaps the greatest reason 
to wish for something other than 
British victory, is that a more lame 


(Continued on page 2) 
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““Re-educating” 


Germany 


(GERMANY needs _re-educating. 

That is the order of the day. 
Owlglass last week made the most 
useful suggestion so far: that the 
Americans should teach the Germans 
baseball and the English, cricket. Let 
them learn to take it out of us ina 
Test Match. That would be sensible, 
and the Germans would like it. And 
that is important, for it is an accepted 
principle of modern pedagogics that 
education is both slow and superficial 
when the subject and the teacher are 
not liked by the pupil. We know 
nothing about baseball-coaches; but 
cricket professionals are uncommonly 
pleasant human beings. 


But not many of the zealous 
advocates of the re-education of 
Germany desire that the Germans 


shall like it. For most of these the 
idea is to give them something—and 
plenty of it—that “will lar ’em.” 
The educators will knock hell out of 
them for a generation or so until they 
have been thoroughly taught to 
behave as what they are—the scum of 
the earth. 

Other would-be educators are to be 
taken more seriously. They truly 
believe that Germany must be sub- 
mitted to a prolonged process of re- 
education. These were well repre- 
sented in a cosmopolitan Joint Com- 
mission, presided over by Professor 
Gilbert Murray, which has just pub- 
lished a report. The most significant 
thing about the Commission was that 
the Russians declined to be repre- 
sented on it. That was only to be 
expected. For there would be just as 
much sense in the English and the 
Nazis combining to re-educate Russia, 
as there would be in Russia and 
England combining to  re-educate 
Germany. The idea of Anglo-Russian 
collaboration in such an enterprise is 
quite unreal, and can be entertained 
only by those who have no conception 
of what the Russian system is. 

The report itself is as unrealistic 
as the President’s regrets that the 
Russians would do no more than “ob- 
serve” the conversazione. The con- 
clusions are: first, that Germany must 
be taught by complete defeat that 
aggression does not pay; second, that 
no “fundamental re-education” of the 
Germans is possible if they are placed 
in a position of permanent inferiority; 
third, that the Germans must “re- 
educate themselves”; fourth, that 
there must be a High Commissioner 
to see that they do it. The Com- 
mission recognizes that the High 
Commissioner will only be able to 
carry on while Germany is militarily 
occupied. Therefore, the Commission 
“hopes that the occupation of Ger- 
many will not end till the High Com- 
“missioner is satisfied that his work 
can be taken over by the Germans.” 

When will that be? said the bells 
of Old Bailey. I do not know, said 
the great bell of Bow. Quite frankly, 
the whole plan seems to us fantastic. 
Only one thing will re-educate Ger- 
many: that is. her own experience. If 
high-minded Enelishmen seek to im- 
pose unvon her the kind of. experience 
adumbrated in this foolish report, 
Germany will learn by that experience 
—lessons the very contrary of those 
which it is proposed to inculcate. 
Defeat Germanv if you must, be 
generous to her if you can—but leave 
her alone to digest those two experi- 
ences. If you think that more drastic 
mothods are remnired, leave it to 
Russia to apply them. 


Neither the Peace Pledge Union nor Penc. 
News itself ia necessarily committed to view 
expressed in the articles we publish. (Stil 
less does the acceptance of advertisement, 
imply endorsement of any views expressed o 
implied therein or PPT eonnection with th 
matter advertised). Contributions are wel 
comed though no payment ig made. The: 
should be typewritten, if possible, and on: 
aide only of the paper should be used. Ther 
may not be returned unless a atamper 
addressed envelope is enclosed. nor can w: 
undertake to acknowledge all correspondence 
owing to increased coat of postage. 


Building a New Democracy 


r by 


WILFRED WELLOCK 


The most fascinating of all human activities is to build. Nothing stirs 
the imagination or satisfies the mind like the effort to create, to give form 
and shape to things. But to build a new world, or even a tiny pattern of it 
calls not only for genius, imagination, and courage, but for deep humility. 


The mistakes of the past lie heavy upon us. 
The Industrial Revolution has done grievous 
harm to our habits, our outlook, and our 
characters. The values, the neighbourliness, 
the simple tastes, the honesty and frank- 
ness of a century and a half ago have in 
large measure vanished, and their recovery 
will be no easy task. 


The striving for cheapness, for prosperity, for 
position and power, together with the large- 
‘scale unemployment and widespread poverty 
to which it has given rise, has wrought 
more evil upon the mind and life of our time 
than has yet been realized. The effect will 
be to retard the building of any new world 
and to occasion many failures. 


HE call today is for simpler 
living and more satisfying, 
more socially creative, labour; 

for a society in which none shall ex- 
ploit his neighbour but all shall be 
servants one of another. 

All the civilizations and constitu- 
tions of our time are based on power, 
and thus produce oppression, repress- 
ion, envy, jealousy, plotting, social up- 
heaval, and social disintegration. 


The world we seek cannot come by 
way of power; it must be built up 
slowly, bit by bit, from the very bot- 
tom, by men and women of courage, 
vision, and understanding. 


Progress will be slow because the 
vision behind the venture will not for 
some time appeal to the mass-mind 
trained to think and act in terms of 
power and money values. That mind 
will tend either to work underground 
for revolution or to accept whatever 
limitations a totalitarian State may 
impose in return for economic secur- 
ity and the reasonable satisfaction of 
the needs of the “economic man.” 


The mind of the industrialized robot 
suffers an almost complete black-out 
when it comes to the freedoms ‘and 
responsibilities of a human _ person. 
The slow plodding of basic reconstruc- 
tion is the only alternative to the 
futile conflict of power politics, 


MAN’S FIRST DUTY 


Since the soil is the source of every- 
thing that is necessary to man’s wel- 
fare, the possession and cultivation 
of land becomes his first duty. Hence 
the pioneers would enter a co-part- 
nership with Nature for the purpose 
of satisfying man’s nutritional needs. 


We often speak of man conquering 
Nature. The phrase suggests an 
enmity which ought not to exist. The 
phrase “the good earth” is not mere 
sentiment, but expresses a friendly 
attitude to the soil which is a char- 
acteristic of every good husbandman. 


The first thing this age needs to 
Jearn is how to feed, clothe, and 
house itself in such manner that the 
entire process is creative, co-opera- 
tive, and satisfying. The strongest 
instinct in human nature, which is 
to create, has been superseded by the 
instinct for acquisition, which has 
vitiated every human and social fune- 
tion from the feeding of the soil to 
the feeding and education of man, 
The pioneer in feeding wou'd mill and bake 

humus-fed wheat on the spot where it is 

grown for the people of the area, so that 
in good wholemeal bread one of the found- 
ationg of healthy living may be securely 
laid. Also grown would be roots, table 
greens, and a wide variety of vegetables 
and fruits, the delightful flavours of which 
children would be taught to appreciate a,nd 
thereby acquire the habit of wholcsome 

‘ diving. 

From food we pass to clothing. Wool] would 
be produced, spun, and woven by hand or 
machinery as desired. WHand-spinning for 
knitting woot is a restful occupation for 
both men and women, and in the evening 
& good accompaniment to music and con. 
versation. The setting up of a small weav- 
ing plant would lead to the production of 
locally designed fabrics in which the people 
would take pride. Boots and shoes and 
other leather goods could be produced from 
local hides. 

Then housing. There is ample scope for im- 
provement in house and furniture designs, 
to which task the genius of the women folk 
could be harnessed. _ This would provide 
openings for a large number of craftamen, 
a amithy, and a flourishing carpentry de- 
partment. 


From these basic needs we should 
pass to the sphere of amenities and 
culture. Youth would be attracted 
‘nto the hall of arts and crafts, and 
from thence to the enthralling task 
of beautifying their social environ- 
ment; for, as every modern teacher 
knows, nothing attracts young people 
like the opportunity to make things, 
for others no less than for themselves. 
The acquisition of skill is the acme 
of delight to young or old, and scope 


inthe field of handicrafts is illimit- 
able. 
HAND OR MACHINE? 


There will arise, of course, the 
issue of hand v. machine production. 
In a society from which profit-making 
and human exploitation have been 
eliminated, the tendency would be to 
substitute craft for machinery 
wherever utility and beauty is gained 
thereby, as in furniture-making, for 
example. 

The sane course would be to allow 
the workers themselves to decide. 
Where, in the interest of utility and 
beauty, a group of men desired to sub- 
stitute craft for machinery, they 
should be allowed to do so, for there- 
by they would add to the quality of 
the life of the community, which is 
always the end to be aimed at. 
Machinery would thus be made the 
servant rather than the destroyer 


of craft. 

Along these general lines I envisage the cre- 
ation of a new type of social unit, a region 
embracing several villages, and possibly one 
or two country towns. Within such a unit 
a strong sense of autonomy, of local strength 
and security, could be developed, comparable 
to that achieved by the old English village. 

Every such unit would, in regard to basie 
needs, be largely se!f-supporting. That would 
be a good thing, for there is something sat- 
isfying in the consciousness of having achieved 
a considerable measure of local security and 
solidity as the result of neighbourly, co-opera- 
tive endeavour. In such conditions individual 
responsibility to the community and concern 
for its welfare are at their maximum. 

This kind of development would, of course, 
have to be financed on co-operative lines, 
whigh would have to be carefully worked out. 
The introduction of social exploitation would 
be fatal. The substitution of human for 
money valneg would be of the essence of the 
whole adventure. To this demand the Co- 
operative Movement might well devote its 
attention. 

In conclusion, it may be pointed out that 
communities of this character would poasess 
& greater measure of real democracy, more 
control over the things that are vital to their 
existence, than do the citizeng of any modern 
nation. 


Town Rejects 
Stamped Bombs 


MNHE Yorkshire town of Selby has 
refused to accept the scheme 
for inviting the public to stick 
stamps on bombs to be used by the 
R.A.F., a customary feature of 
“Wings for Victory” weeks. 

At a meeting of the Selby Cen- 
tral Savings Committee last week 
Canon A. E. M. Glover (Vicar of 
Selby Abbey, and formerly Vicar 
of a church in Hull when it was 
bombed) said: “I remember saying, 
after a very bad night. ‘I never 
want any German man, woman or 
child to go through what I have 
gone through.’” He maintained 
that the stamped bombs idea 
appealed to a spirit that is very 
questionable.” 

Another local vicar, the Rev. 
W. P. Mason, supporting the 
Canon, said: “This is not the spirit 
with which we went into the war 
—it is not the spirit which will 
carry us through the peace when 
we have won it.” 

Giving the official view, the As- 
sistant Commissioner of National 
Savings, Mr. R. D. Plant, said 
Selby would be the only area that 
had not accepted the scheme, from 
which other areas had derived a 
Soe amount of superficial 
un, 

The Committee accepted a sug- 
gestion that the original idea 
might be utilized by providing 
some instrument of saving life, 
such as a model ambulance aircraft, 
upon which stamps could be stuck. 


VEDANTA MOVEMENT 


! The address of the Vedanta Movement, pub- 
lishers of ‘Memoirs of a Truth-Seeker” by 
Winifreq Iles, is 24 North Side, London, 
| S.W.16 (not North St., as was inadvertently 
' stated by “Observer” in Commentary, Mar. 5.) 


COMMENTARY continued trom page | 


and impotent conclusion would save 


us from a Churchill peace and a. 


Churchill peace-period. 


Need for,an, Opposition 


SERIOUSLY doubt whether there is enough 

political energy at home to prevent this, 
The most likely means, as I have suggested, 
is the rapid development of Commonwealth. 
That may compel a split in the Labour Party, 
and enforce the formation of a real Opposition. 
The existence of a rea! Opposition to the pres- 
ent bastard ‘National’ Government might 
save the situation at the national level. Un- 
fortunately very littie of the Labour Party is 
able or disinterested enough to fil! the role. 


Still, the mere existence of a coherent and 
resolute Opposition would compel it to formu- 
late a genuine alternative policy: both inter- 
national and domestic. The former is much 
the more important, for, if it is practicable 
at all, it must offer (even though unwittingly) 


a basis for peace other than the barrenness of, 


“unconditional surrender". The ungrounded 
optimism of the “‘war-minded”, swollen to 
fantastic proportions by the wild talk of an 
imminent Dunkirk in Tunisia, has destroyed 
what little sense there was in the country 
of the urgency of the task of propounding an 
alternative to “victory”. 


Lesson from Europe 


EVERTHELESS, it really 13 urgent. 
Witness a very significant admission 
made in The Times (Mar. 31). Constituent 
assemblies are being summoned in Estonia, 
Latvia, and Withuania. These, though duly 
described as “asaemblies* with inverted com- 
mas in the headline, and though “quislings” 
are said to be the moving spirits, turn out to 
be the real thing. 

“So far the quislings have found their task 
easy and a large part—apparently .even a 
majority—of the members of the committees 
is composed of real patriots who have many 
times courageously demonstrated their deep- 
rooted love of their native country and their 
faith in their country’s right to a national 
destiny independent, not merely of Russia but, 
just ag emphatically, of Germany.” 

The Lithuanian committee, composed of 21 
well-known men, has issued a joint declaration 
abjuring Bolshevism and Russia and all their 
works and calling upon Lithuanians to present 
themse'ves for service. “Unquestionably,” 
says The Times, “this unexpected appeal by 
such men, many of whom are highly respected 
national leaders, will have a great effect and 
will procure for Germany useful numbers of 
soldiers and workers.” 


Making Headway ? 


HAT needg to be considered in combination 

with the recent news of the unfettered 

Danish elections. Generally the British press 
is completely silent on these matters. 

We have the admission that the exiled gov- 
ernments in London “recognize the inaid- 
jousneas of the new German propaganda—stil! 
in fuN blast-—with lis emphasis on the sup- 


posed powerlessness of Great Britain to in. 
fluence either political or military development 
on the Continent” (‘Times, Mar, 31). “Insidi- 


ousness’’ obviously means “‘effectivenesa’”. It 
looks rather as though the German “new 
order” is steadily making headway, and has 


been accelerated rather than retarded by the 
Russian military successes of last winter. 

I note also that official Norwegian newsa- 
paper in London ig offended by the recent 
statement of the Swedish Foreign Minister that 
“none of Sweden’s neighboura could define 
its attityde authoritatively”: in other words 
that the emigre government even of Norway 
is not representative. 


\“United Nations” 


HEN we have General Sikorski 
ately. protesting: 

“I golemnly wish to state here and with 
the greatest emphasis that if at the conclusion 
of the war our rights are not respected and 
our long and passionate devotion to freedom 
taken into consideration, every Pole—irrespec. 
tive of religious or political creed—wil] he 
united to the Jast man to resist any claims 
which aim at the sovereignty and integrity of 
our country from whatever quarter they might 
be raised” (N. Chronic'e, Mar. 31), 

No wonder that the Central European Con- 
federation which Gen. Sikorski has been pro- 
mulgating (N. Chronicle, Mar. 26) contatng 
no mention of T.ithuania, Latvia, or Estonta, 
which are quietly sabsorhed. For without a 
doubt this -‘‘territorial integrity’ of Poland 
ineludes Vilna, to which the Poles have no 
shadow of a rightful claim. It was taken by 
violent. robbery from the Lithuanians, who no 
doubt are stubbornly determined that the Poles 
shall not have it back. 

What with the swollen imperialist claims 
of Poland. and the strategical claims of 
Russia, and Britain and America coyly sitting 
back to back on the fence between them, “95% 
in agreement”, Germany has ample opportunity 
for making hay. and even for annearing, with 
the examnles of Denmark and Finland in the 
window. as the de facto protector of small 
democracies. 


Passion- 


Facing Facts 


“FINHE campaign of the Bombing Restriction 

Committee is not contemptible,” saya 
The Economist concerning the Committee's 
recent pamphlet, “Stop Bombing Civilians” 
(3d.) “Seen against the background of the 
ruins of Coventry and the City of London, it 
appears a generous counterpart to human 
hatred. But it fails to face the inescapable 
cost of making war.’? That is an odg state- 
ment. The inescapoble cost of making modern 
war is precisely what it does face: and it 
tries to make other peop'te face it too, 

Srill, we appreciate the courtesy of The 
Economist. It was probably promnted by the 
baneful suggestion made in the Honse hy a 
Conservative M.P. that the vammhlet should 
have been supnressed by refusing the paper 


to print it. Sir Andrew Duncan. however. 
rejected the idea. The Government. he aaid. 
had no intention of using the Ministry of 


Supply aa a meang of censorshiv. That is 


more than a amall merey to be grateful for. 
A major British liberty ia thereby affirmed. 


April 9, 1943 


PEACE NEWS 


CROSS and SWORD e 


Crusades against the Moslem infidel, 


NE afternoon recently I enjoyed 
visits to two beautiful medieval 
churches; but from them I 

learned a bitter lesson of death as 
well as one of thankfulness for the 
pious labours of their builders. 


The spacious harmony of the first, 
the appointed place of-worship for a 
Pleasant little town of some 2,500 
souls, was sadly marred by two jar- 
ring notes. In that portion of the 
church set apart for altar, priest, and 
choir, the only conspicuous inscription 
is the account of how a young officer 
had won the military cross and a glor- 
ious death, withstanding many Ger- 
mans “with his revolver” in a “highly 
successful raid” on the enemy 
trenches. 

In the church porch, very promin- 
ent among the notices of divine ser- 
vice and almsgiving, I got my first 
sight of what presumably some mil- 
lions of eyes have now studied, i.e., 
the new Ministry of Information 
posters displaying in lurid shades of 
black and blue a hand grasping a 
sharp-pointed sword, with the tre- 
mendous vow, “O God, our help, we 
lift our living nation, a single sword, 
to thee.’ Only this week I saw the 
poster again on the great door of 
Bristol Cathedral. 

A delightful two-mile walk by river, 
hill, and field took me by chance to 
another medieval church, charmingly 
quiet and secluded, typical of hun- 
dreds of our parish churches; a tiny 
one, that goes by the name of Raynes. 

There the worshippers are con- 
fronted every Sunday on one side of 
the “holy table” with six life-size, re- 
ecumbent figures, quaintly and beauti- 
fully carved in stone and black wood. 
They represent three 13th century 
knights in mail armour and their 
three demure and dutiful dames, each 
image resting its feet on a favourite 
dog. 

The three soldiers are the Sieurs 
de Raynes, each holding his sword 
across his breast; two of them have 
their legs crossed, to show that they 
have been Soldiers of the Cross, who 
sought (though in vain) to rescue 
from the infidel-defiled Holy Land the 
tomb of Him who died thereon to save 
friend and enemy alike, 


“CENTURIES OF FAITH” 


These men lived in the “centuries 
of faith”, when the Church founded 
by the Prince of Peace was at the 
summit of its authority over Europe 
and sufficiently imbued with the 
beauty of holiness to produce the un- 
surpassed glories of our cathedrals. 

Yet it was in these years, that, in- 
stead of setting out, as it might well 
have done, to make war (between fol- 
lowers of Christ at least) an impossi- 
bility, the Church chose rather to ver- 
petuate war’s glorification by turnmg 
the very Cross, symbol of the redc-np- 
tion of evil men by self-giving, de- 
fenceless love, into the symbol of im- 
placable slaughter. 

So, under the leadership of Pope 
and saint, Christendom proceeded to 
the disastrous massacres of the 
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WORDS OF PEACE — 15 


Bismarck’s View 


: N July 28, 1866, under the 
O presidency of the King, a Coun- 

cil of war was held. I de- 
clared it to be my conviction that 
peace must be concluded on the 
Austrian terms—but remained alone 
in my opinion, the King supported the 
military majority... 


Next day I unfolded to the King 
my political and military reasons, We 
had to avoid wounding Austria too 
severely. We had to avoid leaving 
behind in her any unnecessary feeling 
or desire for revenge; we ought 
rather to reserve the possibility of 
becoming friends again, with the re- 
newal of friendly relations as a move 
open to us... We were not there to 
sit in judgment.  Austria’s conflict 
and rivalry with us were no more cul- 
pable than ours with her. I repeated 
we were not there to administer retri- 
butive justice. 

Bismarek after decisive victory 


over Austria at Koniggratz, 
July, 1866. 


leading up to the yet more evil mons- 
trosity of Crusades against Christian 
heretics, the Albigenses of France, the 
Hussites of Bohemia, and the first 
Protestants. Most of them soon 
learned to respond in kind. 

Nor.can we forget the crowning 
infamy of the so-called 4th Crusade, 
when (in the year 1204) the Iust for 
wealth and power diverted from their 
Moslem objective a great army of 
Catholic Christians to the storming 
and cruel sack of Constantinople, the 
beautiful capital of Eastern Christen- 
dom—a foul deed in which the Pope 
himself “not unwillingly” acquiesced, 
when offered the tempting prize of 
domination over his Orthodox ecclesi- 
astical rivals, 

Even a non-pacifist historian has 
said that Christendom today is still 
tasting the bitter fruits of this shame- 
ful war. 


CRUSADE AND CROSS 


That little church was once practic- 
ally the property of the Lords of 
Raynes, and other monuments indi- 
eate that the villagers have experi- 
enced the domination of later Lords 
of the Manor. 


by Stephen 


There, and in most of our ancient | 
parish churches, can be found, deeply 
rooted in the past, some of the real 
causes of the present mortal sickness 
of Europe. Crusade and Cross are 
still the symbol for deeds of wrath 
and slaughter. 

And the sword of those old knights 
terrible enough, but a comparatively 
elean and simple weapon—that sword 
has now become the 8,000-lb. bomb 
and the plane which carries it!— 
weapons of mass-murder on which 
thousands of highly-trained hands and 
brains have lavished their most pre- 
cise and subtle labour, crowning mir- 
acles of machine-industry, each 
capable of pulverizing a whole town- 
ful, it is hoped, of German men and 
women and their homes. And by 
such deeds, Christians are asked to 
believe, we are doing the indispens- 
able work of preparation for Christ’s 
new world of friendship and peace. 

No! let us turn rather solely to 
that sword of the cross which is, as 
Henry Vaughan once sang, “in 
Christ’s mouth, not in His hand”; let 
us follow those saints, “revengeless 
and to their greatest haters kind, who 
by no blood do overcome, but by 
Christ’s blood and their martyrdom.” 


INDUSTRIAL CONSCRIPTION 


IHE =letter from Harold Snow 
(Mar. 26) and “Observer’s” short 
comment are surely of the utmost 
importance to pacifists. That indus- 
rial conscription is a violation of the 
‘reedom of the individual cannot be 
lenied, yet freedom to choose one’s 
own work has, in our mechanized 
civilization, necessitated a “float”? of 
up to two- and-a-half million un- 
employed. 


We must, I think, face up to the impliea- 
tion of a negative stand againstgindustrial 
conscription. Will our social system after the 
war be so different that full employment will 
not necessitate industrial conscription—pian- 
ning in a machine civilization? To oppose it 
will mean reducing at least a million of our 
fellows to the terrible plight of ‘‘not-wanted- 
ness”, us we have experienced over the Jast 
decade or so. , 


_ It may be possible to have full employment 
in a democratic and Christian socialism but, 
I think, we must be realists and realize that 
that blessed state will not have come about 
when the war ends. 


Mr. Snow has hit on a novel idea which 
commends itself to me. The right to choose 
one’s occupation could be allowed to thase 
who would be willing to claim such a right 
before an impartial committee. In this way 
it may be possible for a conscientious objec- 
tion to industrial conscription to be recog- 


nized. 
R. E. GOODRICH 
26 Windmill Lane, Southall, Middx, 


“, Economics _and:Peace 


It seems to me that the Bill Grindlay 
quartette, Mr. Chas. W. D,, Newman, and Mr. 


H. D. Morgan, have not fully grasped the 
sssential and fundamental principles of 
economics. 


Since I am asked to confine my reply to 250 
words, I can only reply very briefly to the 
sweeping generalizations which they make. 
{1) The “surplus value’ theory. It places 
‘oo much emphasis on supply. Wages are also 
letermined by the interplay of supply and 
lemand, minimum wage legislation (in most 
»ccupations), and coliective bargaining. The 
srice of jabour ts determined also by its mar- 
ginal productivity, ie, its marginal derived 
utility, so that labour may earn a wage that 
is higher than the subsistence wage of the 
‘abour theory of value. (2) Causes of Unem- 
ployment, (a) Over-production? (b) over-in- 
vesiment or under-consumption; (¢) monetary 
factors; i.e, the ill-balanced working of the 
‘financial machine; (d) lack of mobility: (e) 
disequilibrium between saving and investment. 
The latter cause, however, has far greater 
significance than the former causes. (3) 
¥Yoreign lending. This is essentia] under any 


system—not as a means of accumulating de-: 


nosit balances abroad—but as a means of rais- 
‘ng the level of the exchanges by bringing 
about an increase in the national income of 
the borrowing country. (4) Not enough money 
assertion. There is always enough money. 
The trouble lies in the inequitable distribution 
of purchasing power. The amount of money 


depends on the national income; the 
total amount of money in cireulation 
settles all the transactions, and the 
circulating velocity of this quantity of 


money. (5) Money and credit. Notes can 
only be issued by the Bank of England under 
authorization from the Treasury in accordance 
with the Currency and Bank Notes Acts, 1928 
and 1939. The volume of credit is determined 
by the Bank of England acting in the closest 
co-operation with the Treasury. Given that 
the banks work to 2 more or less constant 
cash ratio, it is thus with the authorities that 
the decision lies as to what the total amount 
of bank credit is to be. The commercial bank’s 
role in this mechanism is, first, to decide uvon 
the distribution of the existing volume of credit 
and, secondly, to operate the mass of credit, 
that is, the bank accounts, which constitute so 
large a part of total purchasing power. - 

I have only touched upon the foregoing 


points. 
G. THOMAS 
33 Hall St., Rhos, Wrexham. 


Letters to the Editor 


Uwirg to the iarge numer vl cam 
um cur aevereiy limited space, correapen 
ants mre urged to keep their letters ve 
trief, and preferably under 2F0 ward 


Resolving a 
Paradox 


OMING into contact, as one does, 
with fairly large numbers of 
people, representative of many sec- 
tions of the community, one is struck 
by the numerous references to “this 
horrible war”, “this senseless 
struggle”, “the terrible slaughter that 
is going on”, and other similar utter- 


ances, indicating abhorence of war. 

As far as individual opinions are concerned, 
it does indeed appear that men and women 
everywhere regard war with loathing and dis- 
gust, realizing the utter futility of it all, and 
it is therefore rather puzzling as to why our 
own brothers éand sisters are’ persuaded to 
support, en masse, something so diametrically 
opposed to their innermost feelings. 

The reasons for this phenomenon are not 
at ‘all eclpar, but might it not be that the 
position is largely due to failure on the part 
of those pledged to serve the Prince of Peace, 
to carry out His teachings, and profit by His 
example? Jesus was quite content to take, 
the road that led to the Cross, and continued |: 
on His way utterly indifferent to any reaction 
on the part of the secular authorities. “‘Ye 
cannot serve God and mammon” was His in- | 
junction, but it would seem that many of His 
disciples are inclined to do just this. If our 
religious leaders were to come out boldly on 
the side of the One they profess to serve, and 
with a united voice proclaim that ‘these 
things shall not be,"” why. such a power for 
good wou'd have arisen that wars, and, in- 
deed, other such works of the Evil One, would 
just collapse through f&ck of supvort. It is 
realized, of course, that the problem is not 
as simple as all that: the matter is a per- 
sonal one, and affects us all, rich and poor, 
young and old, alike. A great resnonsibility 
rests upon each one of us, and it hehoves us 
all “to seek peace and ensue it.” Collectively, 
however. we are easily led and influenced by 
others, but there can be no doubt that united 
action on the part of members of the Church 
of God would go far towards removing for 
ever the dread spectre of war. 


ARTHUR J. W. WILSON 
87 Maryland Rd., London, N.22. 


Stuart Morris’s Defence 


I think the many members of the PPU who 
have so kindly contributed towards the fund 
for the expenses of mv brother's defence would 
like to know that sufficient has now been re- 
ceived to cover the legal costs. 


The response to the apveal was both prompt 
and generous and, with numerous letters I have 
received, is a tangible tribute of annreciation 
to Stuart’s work by the members of the PPU 
ang an irrefutable proof of their loyalty to 

im. 


I have personally acknowledged all the con- 
tributions, but I should like to take this on- 


portunity of again thanking all those who 
have helped Stuart in this way . 
NANCY A. MORRIS 


In snite of the fact that the number of 
homicides had increased from 589 in 1983 to 
about 1,300 in each of the last two years, the 
Mexican Chamber of Deputies (renorts World- 
over Press), by a vote of 76 to 25, has given 
what is probably the final blow to insistent 
efforts, on the part of numerous judges and 
a vigorous section of the legislature, to eatab- 
lish the death penalty for murder. 


Hedbnouse | 


lend schools. 


‘Sc HE basis of the Peace Pledge Union & 
the following pledge which is signed 

by eack member: 
I RENOUNCE WAR AND I WILL NEVER 
SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER. 
‘Lhe address to which new signatures of 
ihe piedge should he sent, ang from which 
further particulars may be obtained iss: 
== * PPU HEADQUARTERS, 


Dick Sheppard Hse., Endsleigh St., W.C.1. 


The Development 


a 


Secretary Reports 


(PHE efficient organization of our 

London Area has enabled me to 
devote more attention to other parts 
of the country than would otherwise 
have been the case. Ags a natural 
consequence I have seldom mentioned 
London Area activities in this 
column, but the receipt of annual re- 
ports from the officers-of the Area 
has prompted me to devote most of 
my snace this week to a consideration 
of their work. 

Although geographically one of the 

smallest Areas in the country a third 
of the membership and sroups of the 
Movement comes under the super- 
vision of the Area Committee. The 
number of live groups has increased 
during the year from 94 to 104, while 
28 Contact Members have been estab- 
lished in centres where a nucleus of 
members is unable to meet regularly 
or where a group is in process of 
formation. 
_ Twelve groups have been reconstituted dur- 
ing the last -year and the same number of 
Regional organizations functions satisfactorily, 
taking over a good deal of responsibility for 
loca] work. 

Members of the Executive Committee of the 
Area have addressed 56 meetings on policy 
and organization during the year. It is felt 
that practically every active member in the 
Area has now been given an account of the 
Development plan and that all groups are 
offering a measure of sunport and co-operation 
in the working out of the plan. 

The Area Office has supplied speakers for 
groups and public meetings on 207 occasions. 

The London Area is keenly aware that the 
Area Re-resentative is a vital link between 
the members and groups and the National 
Council. In, order to strengthen this link 
quarterly Area meetings are held, to which all 
groups are enecuraged to send delegates and 
individuals to hear and diseuss the Area Re- 
presentative’s report from the National Coun- 
cil. In this way the Area meetings act as a 
channel] of communication between the Nat- 
ional Council and the individual groups in the 
Area, besides providing opvortunities for fel- 
lowship, a clearing house for half-formulated 
ideas and a eafety-valve for explosive emotions. 

Fellowship has been developed by means of 
extending the tea-hour at the quarterly meet- 
ings, by social gatherings and day and week- 
Nt The Area’s programme of activi- 
ties, already very successful during the past 
vere ja Hkely to be widely developed, during 
1948-44. 

FOLLOWING A PRECEDENT 


History does not repeat itself in the way 
that many peovle imagine when they talk of, 
for instance, the parallels between the career 
of Napoleon and Hitler. It is stil] true, how- 
ever, that in some matters history. doeg re 
peat itself and one small indication of that 
fact is that COs are again interesting them- 
selves in prison reform, as they did during 
and immediately after the 1914-18 war. 1 
notice that, just recently, our North-West 
Area Committee held a stecessful weekend 
school, at Heys Farm, on the subject of prison 
reform. when a series of addresses were given 
by a lecturer from the Howard League for 
Pena] Reform. 

* * - 

For the next week or so I shal! be engaged 
in the canvassing of members in and around 
March and Wisbech, for our East Ang’ia Area, 


Albert Tomlinson 


REPRINTS FROM “P.N.” 


Groups and individual readers sometimes 
write to say that they could use for propa- 
ganda purnoses. reprints of articles appearing 
In Peace News. As a general policy, frequent 
reprinting in leaflet form is not possible. 
Where. however, it is felt that good use could 
be made locally of a particular article, we 
suggest that those eoncerned ask their local 
distributor to write immediately for further 
conies of the issue in question. 

In eases where many copies are required 
(when it might be impossible for us to fulfil 
the order. or the cost micht in any case he 
prohfbitive), our printers would be prepared to 
quote for the cost of reprinting any article in 
leaflet form. For this purnose it is essenttal 
for them to know by the Monday after pub- 
lication if a reprint may be required, aa the 
original type is not available after then. (Any 
request for such quotation should state the 
number of copies required.} 


THE DEBATE IS OPEN! 


Let Geo, Ll. Daviea, Laurence Housman, 
Stuart Morria, J. Middleton Murry, 
Reginald Reynalds, Alan Staniland, 
Roy Walker and Howard Whitten 
open your group discussion on? 


Non-Violence for the 
West? 


with the Symposium under that 
title now published at 7d. (post 
free 8d.) 


P.P.U, Bookshop, Dick Sheppard House, 
Endsleigh St., W.C.1. 
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“Cat-and-Mouse”—_With No 


. Appeal 


Foor the second time, R. G. Dosseti 

of Croydon has been sentenced 
by the Croydon Bench to 12 weeks’ 
imprisonment for refusing medical 
examination. 

On September 15 last he waz sentenced to 
12 weeks for failing to comply with a court 
order requiring him to be medica!ly examined, 
this sentence being one week short of the 
minimum under which he could have applied 
again to the Appellate Tribunal. On his 
release from prison, the Ministry of Labour 
inquired if he was willing to do !and work, 
but he informed them that he was not. 

A further notice for medical examination 
was served, and at Croydon on Mar. 23 he 
appeared again for refusing medical examin- 
ation. He was fined £2, with £2 2s. costs 
and ordered to be taken before a medical 
board. He refused to be examined. 


Appearing before the Court again on Mar. 
30; R. G. Dossett said that if he were given 
a tong enough sentence, he could make a fresh 
appeal to the Appellate Tribunal. ‘That de- 
penis’, said Mr, Lawrence, Chairman of the 
Bench. After a few moments’ deliberation, 
the Chairman announced that R. G. Dossett 
would be sentenced to 12 weeks’ imprisonment 
“with hard labour. Dossett then asked if it 
might be increased to three months to enable 
him to appeal. “‘That’s the decision of the 
Court”, was the answer. 


The Central Board for COs, on whose be- 
hatf a solicitor appeared in an earlier case to 
put. in detail the argument against 12-week 
sentences (when the Bench gave two sentences 
of 4 months) is much concerned at the whole 
posifion, particularly as at least one other CO 
who has already served a sentence of 12 weeks 
has received a further summons to appear at 
Croydon Court, 


Other C.O. news in brief: 


Winifred Rawlins of Berkhamsted was 
prosecuted at Hemel Hempstead on Mar. 31 
for refusing to attend an interview when 
directed to do so under Defence Regulation 
805, and was fined £2 with £2 2s. ensts and 
given, three mofiths in which to pay. Winifred 
Rawlins, who had objected to registering under 
the Registration for Employment Order. is 
unwilling to pay either fine or costs. If the 
fine is not paid an alternative of seven days’ 
imprisonment was fixed. 


. * * * 


Miss Joan Lock, of London, N.W., a member 
of the staff of the Friends’ Service Council, 
wag sentenced to 2 months’ imprisonment at 
Clerkenwe!! on Mar, 30 for failing to present 
herself for an interview when directed by a 
National Service Officer. She said she had 
refused to register under the “industrial con- 
scription Act’’ as 2 protest against the absence 
of a conscience clause. 


& * 


Albert Winston Hughes, aged 25, of Luton, 
was sentenced to 2 months’ imprisonment at 
Luton 6n Mar. 31 for disobeying a direction 
to enrol! in the Home Guard. He refused to 
plead. Tt was stated that he was removed 
from the register of COs last year, and that 
lis appeal against being conscripted into the 
‘Home Guard was dismissed. He said that he 
would continue as a CO, 


* 


* * Ba 


The Prison Medica! Reform Council is con- 
templating the preparation of its second pub- 
Yication—a survey of medical and sanitary 
urrangements in prisons. Any ex-prisoner 
who has a statement which he would like to 
submit for possible inclusion is asked to for- 
ward it immediately to the secretary of the 
"PMRG, 12 West Park, Eltham, S.E.9. 


LONDON REGIONAL BOARD FOR CO.s 


URGENT-FOR :C.0.s 
IN CIVIL DEFENCE 


Special Meetings April 15 and 16, 7.0 p.m. 
” Friends House, Euston Rd., N.W.1. 
Be sure to attend. The issue is vital 


FAMINE RELIEF 


ONE OF THESE 
Viel EIONES 
VERA BRITTAIN—4d. 


Copies of this moving pamphlet are now 


available for widespread distribution. 
Costs already met; all further copies 
purchaseq will help fun ds for Famine 


Relief. 
QObtainable from :— 2 


ANDREW DAKERS LTD.. 
clo MESSRS. PUTNAM, 


‘a2 Great Russell Street, London, W.C.l. 
—————— 
Se 
LLANTHONY BROTHERS 


{An Interdenominational Brotherhood) 


CALLING ALL 
ACH RISA S': 


The Easter Retreat will be held from 
TUESDAY, APRIL 13 TO TUESDAY, MAY 4 


DAILY SERVICES 
DISCUSSION GROUPS 


Capel y Ffin is situated amid glorious scenery 
5 in the Welsh Mountains. 
: Terms 30s. per week, 
Please apply to Fr. David, Llanthony Abbey, 
Capel y Ffin. Abergavenny, Mon. 


——————_ 


We are asked by the Central Board for CO; 
(6 Endsleigh St., W.C.1.) to publish the 
following: 


“From an address in Plymouth, F. C, Den- ; 


ner has recently been writing about an alleged 
grievance or grievances {sometimes in the 
form of a simple request for information) to 
a great number of people mentioned in recent 
issues of Peace News. Readers may be well 
advised to disregard any such communications, 
the matter having been fully dealt with in 
correspondence with the Board.” 


ADVISORY BUREAUX 


Delete Erith and Barnehurst.—Now covered 
by Bexley Heath Bureau. 

Add Lydney ang district (Glos.) individual 
adviser.—Robert C. Stebbings, ‘‘Forest Glade”, 
Parkend, nr. Lydney, Glos. 


Add Crawley (Sussex).—John H. Avey, The 
Hostel, Rusper Rd., Ifield, nr, Crawley, Sussex. 

Worcester.—_now Douglas Lazenbury, c/o 3 
Britannia Sq., Worcester, 


_Add Fishguard (Pembroke) (individual ad- 
visers.).—Mr. ang Mrs. D. J. Williams, 49 
High St., Fishguard, Pembs. 


St. Helens address of Mr. Kenyon is 75 Rig- 
by St., not 74 as appeared in PN, Mar .26. 


Stalwarts 
To the Editor of Peace News 


The Duke of Bedford’s recent stand for the 
right of conscientious objection to fire watching 
ig surely a reminder to younger pacifistg of 
the debt of gratitude they owe their leaders. 
The continuai public opposition of these men 
to the will of 90% of their fellow countrymen 
obviously requires great mora] courage. They 
would have everything to gain by deserting 
this very unpopular minority, and becoming 
dutiful patriots and Government yes-men. 
Posterity will judge, and may have reason to 
bless, these stalwarts of the early days of the 


pacifist movement. 
H. B. EDGELER 
12 London St., Worthing. 


At least 30,000 men were still in mental 
hospitals, or suffering from nervous disorders, 
as a result of their service during the last 
war, in the month before this war started. 


NEWS 


Eiow to Cure 
Nationalism 


— BY A BISHOP 


1A PACKED audience of about 480 
| crowded Birmingham Friends’ 
Meeting House on Mar, 31 to hear 
John Middleton Murry, Editor of 
Peace News, speak on “The Place of 
Pacifism in the Post-War World,” 
under the auspices of Birmingham 
Peace News Committee. 


Presiding, Dr. E. W. Barnes, the 
Bishop of Birmingham, said that nat- 
ionalism was one of the strongest of 
modern passions, and when it felt its 
country wronged it became a disease. 

“The disease of extravagant nation- 
alism,” the Bishop continued, “is best 
cured by kindness. The world will 
only become safe for humanity when 
all people feel they are justly treated. 

“The nation which has no cause to 
resent the attitude of other peoples 
will walk in the paths of peace. We 
j who mourn the losses should do all 
iwe can to influence those whom we 
may reach, so that the forthcoming 
treaties of peace, however delayed, 
shall be the foundations of an cra 
more sane, and therefore more happy, 
‘than the one we have known. Justice, 
freedom, and generosity are not only 
Christian virtues but the substance 
of good statesmanship.” 


_Mr. Murry said that the best func- 
'tion of Peace News was not to be a 


propaganda organ but to assist in the ! 


search for truth. 

Humphrey Moore, assistant Editor, 
described some of the difficulties of 
bringing out the paper in war-time. 

_ The collection realized £19 11s.; 
literature sales were £4. 


April 9, 1943 


SHIP AND 
FOOD WERE 
THERE, BUT— 


LTHOUGH the International Red 
*™ Cross steamer “Caritas” was 
about to sail from the USA _ last 
month with parcels for prisoners of 
war of Belgian and other Allied 
nationalities, a request by the Belgian 
Premier, on behalf of his Government, 


, that a navicert be granted to enable 


her to convey a _ consignment of 
powdered milk to Belgium was re- 
fused. 

This was admitted by Mr. Dingle 
Foot, Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Ministry of Economic Warfare, in an 
answer to Rear-Admiral Beamish, 
MP, on Mar. 25, in which he said: 


“Since the sending of foodstuffs from over- 
seas to countries in enemy occupation is con- 
trary to the policy of His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment and of the United States Government, 
we could not see our way to permit this ship- 
ment through our controls.” 


The “Caritas” Jeft Philadelphia on 
Mar. 10. 


The next Peace News Pamphlet 
will be entitled “Youth Registration 
and Education,” by Donald and Mar- 
jorie Tait. As distributors have al- 
ready been informed, supplies will be 
dispatched with the Apr. 23 issue of 
Peace News; alterations to pamphlet 
orders must be received at the PN 
Office by Friday, Apr. 16. The price 
will be 1d. (9d. per dozen.) 


When settling accounts with Peace News 
(whether for supplies or advertisements) 
please do not use postage stamps for pay- 
ment, except for odd pence up to sixpence. 
Postal orders and cheques facilitate book- 
keeping and banking. 


ACCOMMODATION 


CAN ANY kind*'person offer rooms or 
preferably furnished rooms to young pacifist 
and wife, within 6 miles radius of Stotfoid, 
Beds. Please write P, lL. Pollentine, 35 Vau- 
ghan Rd., Stotfold, Beds. 


FOR ALL properties to be Jet or sold in 
N.W, London ang Districts, apply to McCraith 
ind Brooks. Auctioneers and Surveyors, 44 
Market Place, N.W.11. (Speedwell 9888, 3 
ines), who will give special attention to the 
requirements of pacifists. 


WANTED URGENTLY, 1 or 2 unfurnished 
rooms and kitchen. Harrow or Ruislip dist. 
Box 822, PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


EDUCATIONAL 


FIND RECREATION and new power to 
serve through speaking and writing. Corre- 
spondence (also visit) lessons 65s., classes 
la. 6d. Dorothy Matthews, B.A., 82 Primrose 
Hill Rd., London, N.W.8. _ : ae 

FOR SALE & WANTED 

ACCORDIONS Bought, sold, or part ex- 
chores Call or write 48 Perth Rd., Leyton, 

.10, 

C.0. own Cycle Business. 
repairs, sale, exchange, or purchase. 
Old Kent Rd., S.E.16. 

ADVERTISER wishes to sell a very 
portrait (22 x 25) of Ethel Mannin, 
suitable for modern room. Box 812 PN, 
Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


“USE YOUR FREEDOM: Read Peace 

Economy labels with this slogan, 1s. 

per 100, 8s. per 1,000, Order through your 
local PN ‘distributor. 

WAR RESISTERS’ INTERNATIONAL 
wou:d welcome gifts of foreign stamps, for 
subsequent sale on begalf of W.R.I. funds. 
Any such gifts received with gratitude, Please 
send to the War Registers’ Inte:iationa: 11 
Abbey Rd., Enfield, Middlesex. s 


LAND & COMMUNITY 

WANTED, SMALLHOLDING within thirty 

miles London, rent or buy. Chalmers, 28 
Princes Av., Kingsbury, N.W.9. 


Essay Competition 


“WAR:: ITS CAUSES AND CURE” 


First Prize, £5; Second Prize, £% 
Third Prize, £2. 
Adjudicators include :— 
Rey. Prof. G. H. C. MACGREGOR 
D.D., D.Litt. 
Particulars and entry forms obtainable 
from A. P, Reid, 56 Stewarton Drive, 
Cambuslang, Glasgow. 


Every facility for 
7228, 


fine 
Very 
3 
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A permanent record 
of historic times 


The C.0.s Hansard 


Nos. 4-7, 3d. each. 
Nos. 8-12, 6d. each. 
No. 13, just issued, covering 


March 18—June 9, 1942, 4d. 


The postage on one Hansard is 1d. and is 
extra in each case 


Have you read “The C.O. and the Com- 
munity” by Fenner Brockway? (2d; 3d. 
- post free) 


A fa A 2 ee 


£ 


MY DE MW A a a 


. C.B.C.0., 6 Endsleigh St. W.C.1, 


-, 24 44 £4. tf. 44 4 tf ed 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


ASH must accompany copy, except for 
series bookings. 

ATEST TIME for copy to be received: 

MONDAY. Plesse type copy separately 

from your*letter, but add name and addresa. 


DISPLAYED ADVTS. 


N AXIMUM space allowed: 3 column-inches 
J& LATEST TIME for copy: FRIDAY. 


LAND & COMMUNITY (Cont.) 


WILL ANYONE interested in the formation 
of a community house in Bromley, Kent, dis- 
trict write Box 823 PN, 38 Blackstock Rd., 
N.4. 


LITERATURE, &c, 


QUAKERISM. Information and literature 
respecting the Faith and Practice of the 
Religious Society of Friends, free on applica- 
tion to the Friends’ Home Service Committee, 
Friends’ House, Euston Road, London, N.W.1. 


ROGER PAGE replies in April ‘Tribunal’ 
to Roy Waiker’s controversial prison article. 
Also ‘‘Love Did Win” by Rev. R. H. Le Mes- 
surier, new poem by Nicholas: Moore, and 
Youth features. 4d. post paid. Be sure of 
6 issues by sending 2s. 119 Perry Vale, Lon- 
don, S.E.23. 


MEETINGS, &c. 


EDMONTON: Mugic Lovers, Apr, 10, 6.30 
p.m., Independent Church, Knight’s Lane, N.9. 
Artistes: Donald Wright (pianoforte), Brian 
Miller (baritone.) 

KINGSLEY HALUL, Bow. Sat., Apr. 10, 
7.80 p.m., admission 1g., grand variety concert 
(many PPU stars!): Joan Armstrong (so- 
prano), Harry Mister (tenor), Bert Arm- 
atrong (monologues), Fellow Players, K. H. 
Dagenham Concert Party. (Charing Cross 
to Bow Rd., 4d.—District Railway.) 


LUNCH HOUR ADDRESS at Friends House, 
Euston Rd., N.W.1, 1.20 p.m. Apr. 13 “Should 
the United Nations Issue a Charter of Rights 
for Colonial Peoples?’ C, W. W. Greenidge 
(Secretary of Anti-Slavery amd Aborigines 
Protection Society.) 

SUDBURY, SUFFOLK, at Friends’ Meeting 
House, Friar St., Sat.. Apr. 17, 3 p.m. Speaker 
Martin Tupper (FoR Regional Secretary.) Sub- 
ject, “Present Necessities.” 

SUNDAY, APRIL 11, public meeting “Food 
Relief for Europe.” Friends Hall, Greenleaf 
Rd., Walthamstow, at 8 p.m. Speakers: 
Madam Yoors-Peeters and Roy Walker. Chair- 
man, Eric Savage. 

WEST HERTS REGION: the members of 
this executive wish to apologize for the fact 
that, due to an oversight, the date previously 
announced for the Regional Business Meeting 
is the same as that of the AGM. The meet- 
ing will now take place on May 15. (Same 
time and place.) 

YORKSHIRE AREA RALLY, F.M.H., Wood- 
house Lane, Leeds. Apr, 17, 3 p.m. Speaker, 
Albert Tomlinson. 


PERSONAL 
INTRODUCTlouwo wy post petween pacifists 
srogressives, and other PN readers. Profit, 
Paece Stamn bhrings particulara, Box 65- 
PN, 8 Blackstock Rd., N-4. 


SILULATIUNDS VALANI 

A VACANCY for a young “C.0.” on 2 
market garden near Taunton, as a pupil. Em- 
ployer a “C.0.”. Pocket money with full 
board and lodging, pleasant surroundings and 
eomfort. Write Box 809 PN, 3 Biackstock 
Rd., N.4, 

ADAPTABLE MAN (or 
wanted by Dr. Gilbert's Health Fooda 
Grantham. 


man-and-wife) 


Ltd., 


SITUATIONS VACANT (Cont.) 
_ BOY WANTED 14-16 to assist in shop. Live 
in. Kay's, Stationers, Bramley, nr. Guildford. 

COOK and DOMESTIC worker required for 
country guest house run on community lines. 
Mother and daughter might suit. Safe area, 
Box 788 PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

DAIRY WORK: wanted man, or strong 
woman to assist on bottle-washing and filling 
machines, ete. Good wages. Box 825 PN, 3 
Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

FARM WORKER woman, or man with un- 
conditional or social service exemption, 
wanted. Inexperience no disadvantage if used 
to hard work. Must be fond of children and 
country life. Richard Phibbs, Beer Farm 
School, Dulverton, Somerset. 

GARDENER-HANDYMAN required. Con- 
genial post. Preferably someone interested 
in community experiment. Might suit mar- 
ried couple, if wife help domestic duties. Cot- 
tage available, if required. Box 787 PN, 8 
Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

LINOTYPE OPERATOR wanted for Peace 
News printers; Union House; 5-day week. 
Immediate situation. Apply Manager, Clifford 
Printing Co., 12b, Manor-road, N.16. 

MEN urgently needed for service with 
IVSP schemes engaged in agriculture and 
demolifion; work vaiuable for community and 
as preparation for foreign service. Write for 
information to the Secretary, International 
Voluntary Service for Peace, 1 Lyddon Ter- 
race, Leeds 2. 

NURSE required for two small children in 
North Wales. No reasonable wage refused te 
efficient person. Working conditiong excellent. 
Box 791 PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4, 

WANTED for Cotswold Guest House (veg.), 
garden worker. Married couple considered, 
wife for some domestic work. Write Rogers, 
Sheepscombe, Stroud, Glos. 

WOMAN WRITER requires woman do 
housework, 14 hours weekly. 13. 6d, per hour. 
Interview early afternoons. 62 Friern Park, 
N, Finchley. 


SITUATIONS & WORK WANTED 


FRIEND, 32, vegetarian, 10 months’ ex- 
perience farming, seeks employment and all 
round experience with good market gardener. 
Box 826 PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

YOUNG WOMAN pacifist seeks domestic 
work, London, seaside, provincial town. Ex- 
perience of vegetarian cookery, but adaptable. 
Lively progressive environment and own room 
age Box 824 PN, 8 Blackstock Rd.. 

A. 


WHERE TO STAY 
DERBYSHIRE HILLS. Food Reform Veg- 
etarian Guest House for happy holidays or 
restful recuperation: all modern comforts 
A. and K. S. Ludlow, The Briars, Crich, Mat- 
vee (Station: Ambergate: Tel. Ambergate 
44). > 


MISCELLANEOUS 


NATURE CURE INSTITUTE: herbs; man- 
ipulation; sun-air baths; beautiful, secluded 
garden; (also artificial). Rhythmic dancing; 
psychology; hydrotherapy. Stamped addressed 
enve'ope. Katharine MacDonald, M.S.F., 
pacilst. Assistant, Robert Bridges, M.A., con- 
scientious objector. 6 Lansdowne Crescent, 
Glasgow (also correspondence treatment.) 

THE FIRST SIGN of Culture is the absence 
of personal discords. Agni Yoga. Box 818 
PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

TWO BASQUES (aged 12), following 
tubercular operations, need convalescence in 
sanatoria and after-care; committee asks for 
exceptional! help. Read, Culvers, Culvera Ave., 
Carshalton, Surrey. 


Published from 3 Blackstock Rd., London N.4, 
by ‘Peace News” Ltd. Printed by Clifford 
Printing Co., (T.U.) London, N.16. 


